
Dear conference delegates,    Istanbul/Utrecht; 30 June 2013 

 
Some of you might have concerns about the EFPC Istanbul conference due to 
recent protests and civilian movement takıng place on Istanbul streets.  In short, 
as organizers we are pleased to inform you that the conference will go on as 
planned and as the situation keeps as it is in Istanbul there should not be any 
worries about the presence of EFPC Istanbul conference. 
For those who are interested, we would like to describe the current situation in 
Istanbul briefly. The protest started as a movement to protect trees in Gezi park 
in Taksim, but it went far beyond to that and became a civilian movement against 
government’s policies perceived as a threat by people prefer to live a secular or 
‘western’ way of life. This was a total civilian act; more than half of the protestors 
were not a member of any political group or party, y- generation (young people, 
students) being the driving force behind. The protests could be described as 
‘occupy’ movements in several countries. So protestors occupied the Gezi park 
and many people from different values and political choices came together under 
one statement: we want respect to ideas, our choices and also our chosen way of 
life. The protestors were not asking to change the regime neither they were 
asking to take over power. But what they want is a decent government, which 
governs accurately with justice.  
During the protests life was going on as normal in the city, except for the squares 
where the protests were taking place. No protests of serious impact took place 
around the conference venue of the EFPC conference. Now (30.6.2013) the 
squares are not occupied anymore and  Istanbul is as lively as it is always. 
The movement took attention by street protests and these protests were 
successful in terms of catching public attention. Therefore the format of protests 
is changing now, letting more discussion what to do next in a democratic 
manner. People are running forums on different parks of Istanbul in order to 
discuss the issue or just individual passive protests like standing still on different 
squares of big cities.  We expect all activities on the street will fade out in a 
month time. After all one thing is clear, Turkey will not be the same as it is 
before. Time will show us whether the protestors will be able to stay together 
and explore democratic ways of practicing their opposition.  
We will keep you informed about future developments and please seek contact if 
you need more detailed information.  
 
The EFPC Istanbul conference organizing committee 


