
Sustainable Development Goals 

Message for the General Assembly of the United Nations; sixty ninth 

session: agenda items 13 (a) and 115. Concerning: Draft outcome 

document of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of the post-

2015 development agenda.  

Primary concern: The SDG’s lack an integrated and sustainable strategy on how to address health 

problems and underestimate the contribution health and especially Primary Care makes to the 

achievement of an equitable and sustainable inter-sectoral developmental approach. 

After the 8 "Millennium Development Goals," the 17 "Sustainable Development Goals" are uneven in 

definition and specificity. It is clear that sustainable development is required for health and that good 

health is required for sustainable development. This approach illustrates the importance of Social 

Determinants of Health. The reciprocal interaction of health with other domains could be made more 

explicit in the targets. 

Moreover, we feel there are important omissions that need to be addressed, especially in the 

operationalization of Goal 3, the only goal that relates directly to health : "Ensure healthy lives and 

promote wellbeing for all at all ages." This goal illustrates a universal, positive and comprehensive 

vision on health, including well-being. Target (3.8)  on Universal Health Coverage, speaks about “access 

to quality essential health-care services".  One can wonder what "quality essential health-care 

services" means? Who will define what is "essential”? We suggest that Target 3.8 be changed to: 

”Achieving universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, with equitable access to 

quality preventive care, primary health care services, integrated care (WHR 2008, WHA 62.12), referral 

to specialized care when needed, and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable medicines and 

vaccines for all.”  

Besides multi-morbidity, an increasing problem worldwide, is not mentioned. The role of public health 

as an important strategy to monitor trends and interventions and contribute to a critical analysis of 

health processes and outcomes, is also left out of the targets. Finally, none of the targets speaks to the 

need for increasing health literacy and empowering citizens worldwide, and they overlook the 

importance of participation of individuals and communities in the achievement of goal 3. 

Conclusion: The health sector offers an enabling factor for the realization of the bulk of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. The absence of clear reference to this opportunity leaves the 16 goals as merely 

aspirational with no clear pathway forward by which these intentions can be translated into better and 

healthier lives for all the citizens of the earth. In Goal 3, the only goal that relates directly to health ( 

"Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages."),  there are important omissions in 

the 9 targets, especially the fact that the role of Primary Care in achieving the Sustainable Development 

Goals, is overlooked. 
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